Declaration! 
1'OHN DURIE. 


Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to witne 
the Goſpell of Peace: 


Whercin he doth make known the Tru 
of his way and compertmentin all theſe 
times of trouble; 


And how he hath endeavoured to follow Peact 
and Righteouſneſs therein innocent= 
ly towards all: 


Ba 
That the offences taken againſt him, through th 
mis-conſtruRtion of ſome, of his ations may be re- 
moved : and the work of Peace and Unicy 
amongR the Proteſtant Churches at 
home and abroad advanced 
in due time. 
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Declaration 


| OF 
JOHN DURIE, 


A Miniſter of Jelus Chriſt to 
witnels the Goſpell of Peace. 


Eeing there is a heavy woe de- 
nounced againſt rhoſe by whom 
z ottences come; therefnre it 1s a Mz. 18. "I 
A dury 1ncut nbenc upon every one, 
(CAISFBD to purge tumfeife trom rhe gwilr 
Lred;, either by an ing emous conte [1 m Or 42 
clear \ knication of his 1 1Dnocencyzif an offence 
be nor given by him, bur taken ar tum, And 
ſeeing [ have been lately informed,in a friend- 
ly minner by fom2 ot ſpecaall credit, who have 
a ; parcicular depenZanc E upon his Maceſty, and 
know thz2 ſenſe of rhoſe rhar are abour him; tnar 
2m »12 Mt then there 15 a repore Whereunto cIe- 
di: is given ; tic 1amwe b2:n ver y 05poRte un- 
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to his Majeſties affairs and intereſts ; and that 

having quitred rhe ſervice of the Princes Roy- 

all at the Fagwe, I havebeen fince ſubſervient 

unto his Majeſhes enemies, in theſe and alſo 

in forraign parts ; nay that I have approved of 

th2 yraman ings of thoſe that pur his Royall Fa- 

ther to death : all which being odious crimes, 

and the laſt being very atrocious : therefore 1 

have thought it neceflary by the manifeſtation 

of rhe truth to vindicate mine own innocency 

from ſuch aſperſions, and to ſecure my ſelf and 

y reputatiou in the Churches of Chrilt from 

ſuch prejudices and mis-informations, which 

obltruct the work of Peace, and have none 0- 

ther ground but the mis-underftanding and 

mis-< onflruction of ſuch actions, which (being 

eur of the common road, and free from private 

jor tiepb- ends ) have not been rightly diſcerned ho ſuch 

liſhirg of 95 have nor ſo much aimed at rhe means of 
1” x5 Dechi* Common edification, as at the furchering of a 

ration» party, For v hi Rowe | am abliged to ; Ar 

the naked rruth of my comportment by a plain 

aiſcovery of th Ie Principles and of the Rules, of 

the Merbo and of [NC cnet arcumſtances of 

my actions; as they tave 2n{wered the deſign, 

Whereunto by a cole! nn vow chade unto God 


above rrenty years ago, I was bound (and 
onthpdarrs raced wy as ſerve Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Coſpe!] - ne 1*and Peace; namely 


ThatlI ſhould wit hoxt all ſelfe ends or reſpelt of 
Perſons and Partics proſecute among ft the Fre- 
teſt ants, when ard where ſoever God ſhould grove 
me «bility aud oppornyi''y, the mear.s f Peace 


t 


and 
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and Unity in the Truth, by the reconcilement of 

their differences and the removall of offences in 
| # Goſpell way Separate from all worldly Inte - 
reſts. 

And this Declaration I conceive I am bound 
ro make at this time and upon this occaſion,nor 
|» onelyleſt my filence ſhould confirm the evill 
report made of me to his Majeſty, or left 1 
ſhould ſeem to find my ſelf guilty of that where- 
of I am accuſed ; whereas in truth I am nor to 
my ſelf conſcious of any guilrineſs in that kind, 
( behold before God 1 lyenor ) but alſo leſt the 
credit of my work amongſt the Churches, up- 
held for ſo many years, ſhould now ſuffer under 
this reproach z as if it had been carried on "for 
|  worldlyendstoſerve any mans turn; and leſt 
; the Golpel way wherein I have walked harmleſ- 
| 1lybyprovoking all different parties and chiefly - 
rheir leaders in the Churches, to love and ro 
good works towards each other ; ſhould be- 
come ineffectuall, and none ſhould be ſtirred up 
any more by me, to tread this path, artd ro be- 
come a Solicicor of rhe Counſells of Peace, 
when I ſhall have finiſhed my courſe, for 1 am 
no: ignorant of Satans devices by which he en- 
deavours ro blaſt and (top the progreſs of theſe 
proceedings, which now by his Majeſties gract- 
04s * Countenance and Pious inclination may 
have a full and effe&tuall ſucceſs ; as being 
more? then ever ſeaſonable to be proſecute4 for 
rhe preſervation of thz Proreſtane Cauſe and 
| Rehgion ; winch in his letrer ro the Houſe of 
| Commons he hath o:vned with fo much rel and 
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Concerning 
my being «t 
the Hague. 


cordiall expreſſions, thar every one who hath 


any ſ(enſe of Piety or good will ro the Church of 
God mult needs hearcily rejoyce thereat, 

To pay thereſore this debt which I owe to 
the Truth, to the Churches of God, to the inno- 
cency of my Goſpell deſign, work, and way, to 
mane own conſcience, to my ſafery alſo as mat- 
rers now may ſtand ; and ro my reputation in 
after times ; I (hall declare in finglenes of * 
heart: as in the preſence of God the Truth con- 
cerning the matters which are laid unto my 
charge. | 

And firſt concerning my going from the | 
Court of the Princeſſe Royall ; The main cau- 
ſes which moved me thereunto, and the man- 
ner of my removall thence, I hope will clear 
that action from any Siniſter deſign, 

For after that I had been ( withour any rhe 
leaſt rhought of mine own ) ſecretly recom- 
mended by Sir William Boſwell his Majeſties 
Reſident at the Hagwe, and Sir Jubn Dmngly 
Secretary to the Queen of Bohemia, to be pla- 
cd as Chaplain with the Princeſs Royall his 
Majeſties daughter ; I went to the Hague in 
d&edience to his Majeſties commands, and 
there I performed the duty of my place, in the 
ſamily without blame caretully; cill 1 found 
that the duties of attendance requifite at the 
Court, did ext i pall my rime, and ſo became 
ſeverall ways inconſiſtent with the proſecution 
of my principall am ; wherein I had vowed 
to Dedicate my ſtudies unto God, for the pro- 
curement of Goſpe!l Peace and Unity mm ye 
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Churches, This gave me an inclination to al- 
cer the courſe of my employment ; bur I did 
nothing to remove my ſelfe from it, rill I reci- 
ved a Summons from the Parliament ro come 
- to the Aſſembly of Divines, which then ſate ar 
Weſtminiter to give advice to them in Church 
matters : upon this call to affiſt in ſuch a work; 
1 confeſs I was coſcionably moved to apply my 
ſelf ro the main ſcope of my Rudics ; and that 
I might do it without offence, I wroce to the 

primar of  ArdMagh, who then was with the | 
King at Oxford, and intreate4 him to obrain 
. leave from his Majeſty for me to go to that Aſ- 
ſembly ; hoping that I mugar be able ro do hz 
Mageſty and the publick more profitable ſervice 
there by helping ro reconcile differences at 
home; then- I could do art the Hague, This 
leave tus Majeſty gave we by a lerrer which 


Secretary Nicholas wrote unto Sir Wilians Boſ - and vetire-' 
well, who acquainted me therewith in his Ma- 97 from 


jeſties namgonly I was defred firftto go roOx- 
for1. Having gotren his Majeſties permiſſion ; 
I did ſeek in bke manner 1erve of rhe Prince of 
Orange, that I might go with his g-0d liking 
chither, either by being wholly diſmiſſed or for 
a time : bur he was unwilling ro grant "rhac 
which I bad obrained of his Majeſty, tcherefcre 
ro remove the difficulry which he made ro ler 
me £0, and which I made to ftry ; Doctor Ri- 
vet and Monheur Sulichoms his chief Secretary 
of Stare, were appointed ro confer wirh me ; 
and afcer ſeverall meerings when nothing was 
agre2d upon bur delys rad2, ano:h-r call was 
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given me, to be Paſtdr c rhe 


obrained leave togo thurher upon a twofoldpro- 
miſe made by me to his Highneſs:1.chat I ſhould 
ſry ſo long with him, till he could find another 
Chaplain, who ſhould bee able to ſupply my 
place, and whom the Dutch ID 
not except againſt, bur approve as they did me, 
Secondly, that I ſhould help him to find our 
ſuch a one. Theſe things I promiſed todo : and 
when I had performed them, by bringing Mr, 
Harris Dottor Harris of Harwell his Son from 
Atretchinco my place ; Iwent to Retterdans 
and the Prince gave me under tis hand and 
ſeal a Teſtimony that I had his good leave to 

0 aWay, and that I had behaved my ſelfe in the 
Ji charggof my place whilſt I ſtayed with him 
dutifully and without offence, 

Being then come to Rotterdam ; I found 
that by order from the Parhament the conſtitu- 
rion of rhe Church of that place was altered 
from that form, whereunto the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, had pur it ſome time before; 
which occahoned a diviſion amongſt the mem- 
bers of the Sociery : I therefore 1ttending ro. 
unire them 1n the ſubſtance of their Goſpell- 
worſhip, followed a middle way, neither ſtrict- 


| Concerning ]y formall,nor altogerher unformall ; which did 


nat offend rhe diſcreer and ſober ; but did not 
anſwer the expeRartion of the fercer ſort of ei- 
cher ice, who were neither fully diſpleaſed nor 
well pleaſed, with my moderation : and this I 
did adviſedly as by my ſelfe without any pre- 
conſul- 


Engliſh Church. 
at Rotterdars, which then wanted a Miniſter ; 1 


Tn ee mee es 
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conſulration with eicher parry ; to ler them ſee 
that the true property of our Goſpell-worſhip 

conſiſts not un words & formalictiesbur in power: 

for I conceive that the worſhip of God in pub- 

lick Aſſemblies, may conhit in ſer words and 

forms onely ſo far as theſe are ſubſervient in an 

orderly way to beger and maincain in the ſoules 

of thoſe that meer to worſhip God rogether ; 

che power of Godlineſs by the unity of rhe Spi- And my @- 
rit, Now by the power of Godlineſs I under- perry oy 
ſtand the effetuall morons of the Spirit by ; _— 
which our ſouls drawing near unto God have what rules 
communion with hum : and the foul 1s ſaid ro was ordey- 
draw neer unto God, when it hath a ſerious de- ©: 

fire and longing for the work of his crace to re- 

ceiveit : andthe motions of the Spirit beger- 

ting and fomenting this dehre are tound ro bee 
eftectuall both in che Acts of our worſhip and in 

the courſe of our life and converſation, They 

are efteQuall in our hfe by the works of righte- 

ouſne(s, of love and holineſs ; whichGod hath 

ordained that wee ſhould walk ther2in char wee 

may have fellowſhip with tym, For God doth faces 
meer him who joyfully worketh rightequ(reſs ; 1 Job-61s 
and remembers him 1n hi; WAYS. And again It 15 Lev.ts. 44 
ſaid, He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in Gag ; 7 Pet-L.ts. 
and God in him. And again it is ſaid, be ye holy ** 

ar [ am holy, from whence the Apoſtle Peter 

makes this inference ; becauſe he who calleth 

Jou is holy, therefore be ye holy in al manner of 
converſation. And this is to walk with God as 

Enoch did, whom ar laſt God rook ro himfſelſe 

© an unſeparable communionin heavengherem 


dort 


doth the power of Godlineſs appear moſt effe- 
Aually and infalli vly : Yer the morions of che 
Spirit are effeuall alſo in and by rhe A&ts of 
worſhip, and that rwo ways, both within our 
own ſouls, and alſo ourwardly rowards others» 
Within our own ſouls both in the underſtand- 
ing and in the will and affeRions ; for when the 
underſtanding is helped thereby to conceive a- 
right, and the heart by the will and atfe&tions 1s 
raiſed ſtrongly ro imbrace, the truth of the 
things wherewith the ſoul 1s Religzouſly conver- 
{ant with God, in the Acts of 4Focion » Whe- 
cher they be Acts of praying to lim, or of prat- 
ſing of him, or of hearing his Word ; then the 
motions of the Spirit are found to be ettectul in- 
wardly and theſeſame motions arealſo ourward- 
ly efte:tual rowards others; when our behaviour 
in the Acts of worſhip is ſuch, as becomerh the 
beauty of Holineſs & firred ro edifie rhoſe with 
whom we joyn in thoſe Acts : & they are fitred 
to edifie others, when they appear to be ſerious 
& devour ; for then they work the ſame impreſ- 
ſions upan the affetions of others which they 
thew to be in our ſelves, The words then ard 
the forms which are hrreſt ro reach theſe endos, 
and ro unite therein the Spirits, of rhoſe who 
are aflembled ro worthip Cod rogerher are fit- 
reſt ro b2 uſed in 2 publick aflembly ; rhat is, 
the words and formes Winch are moſt imtel- 
ligible by all and proportioned to their capaci- 
ries, and anſwer the ſubſet marter of rhe acti- 
on whichs ro be performed moſt direaMly with- 
o:1t affectation and ſupertlury (which ſeems 
ot 
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to pur the ſubſtance in words and repetitions) 
I ſay ſuch words and formes I conceive are 
molt anſ\verable ro the ends for which we meer 
rogerher, ro draw near untoGod, And by this 
rule I made uſe of the Leiturgie at Rotterdayy, 
neither laying it wholly aſide 1n reſpect of the 
ſubſtance of the prayers ; nor binding -my ſelfe 
{triftly ro the whole formality of it : and ſo I 
CoOnce1ve, it may yet be made uſe of inoffen-/ 
ſively, according'to the capacity of thoſe that 
meet to edifie one anorher, Thus then T1 conti- 
nued till I was again called upon ro come into 
Exgland, tofitin the Aflembly of Divines : 
rvhere to prepare my __ that I mighc fir a- 
moneſt them withour any ſcruple ( becauſe 1 
knew that the Nationall C6venarit would be 
offered unto me when I ſhould come thicher ) I 
had already, whilſt I was yer at the Hagwe, ſent Themanner 
before hand in writing a Declaration, wherein bow I'went 
| explained my ſenſe ofthe Arcicles of the Co- [,,þ1, of 
venant,that it might beunderſtood,that I would pjvines at 
not otherwiſe be engaged roir,then as itwas con weſtmiunſler 
{{tenc with my former vows andpromiſes made 
to advance the Goſpell work,which Thad nego- 
riared amongſt the Churches and With the oath 
or Allegiance which I had raken ro the King, 

This Declaration was read in the Aſſembly 
of Divines, and not contradicted by any ; al- 
though ( as afrerward I was told ) ſome did 
grumble at the reading thereof, becauſe they 
thought it did not become any to put his own 
ſenſe and linutations upon the Tovenant ; and 
(0 publiſh that ſenſe unco the Aſſembly : ſothen 
I went 


went thither ; not to toment one party againſt 
another, bur ro do my Goſpell work, and there- 

in to ſerve his Majeſty for the Kingdoms wel- 

And my c3-fare 3 and this I did fo as to keepan intereſt in 
portment All parcies chat I might do good offices berweeh 
there as tocthem, And when the perſonall T reaty Was in 
#4 affair5 agitation , becauſe I conceived rhat it might 
cend to an agreement berween the King and 

his Parliament I was forward to promote ir; 

and that indeed was the onely Civill buſineſs 

whereif I thought fit ro intermeddle, becauſe 

molt of all rhe other publick negoriations of 

State, had a tendency ( ſo fat as I could diſ- 

cern ) rather to widen, then to heal. our brea- 

ches. And the true cauſes for which I did con- 

Rantly abſtain from intermedling in Scare mat- 

rers were chiefly theſe two. Firſt becauſe I 
perceived that when Manitters did intermeddle 

che heats were ordinarily rather increaſed then 

allay$d. Secondly, becauſe I was bound up by 

-my voiv, not to Act in Stare affairs otherwiſe, 

then as they ſhould be ſubordinate, or concur- 

rent with the end of my Spiricuall employ- 

ment, and I found not any who ruled in the 

State, willng to further my dehigne, withour 
partiality, but onely for ſome inter: whereun- 


 tol had no mind to become ſubſurvienc. 
How I be- 


ue 
— "lg Iſle of #/1gbt, brought forth the ſad and unex- 
wards t'e Red elect which increaſed our diſtractions, 
King when - che erecting of a high Court for his Maje- 
=_— ſhes Tryall, then inJeed, I made it a ſerious 
High Court Pare of my Work, firſt ro prevent the Sentence 


and 


Bur ar laſt wazn the perſonall Treaty at thg 


# 
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& ſecondly rhe execution of irzinthefirſtro ſave 
his repurarion, in the ſecond tus life, For I did 
conſciombly judge my ſelf bound to do for him, 
- $11 which I could or ſhould have done for mine 
own Father if he had been in his caſe:Therefore 
I went to one of theMaſters of the Chancery,an 
able man, & an intimate friend of mine; whom 
Ifound no lefſe croubled art thoſe proceedings 
chen I waszto conſule with him, what could be 
done for his Majeſty to prevent the ſentence 
which wasapprehended to be given againſt him; 
whereupon he reſolved to write down ſuch argu- 
mentsas he conceived moſt effeftualfor his Ma- 
jeſtyto uſe atthe HighCourr,in tus own defence: 
of theſe arguments I gave one Copy tothe Lady 
Vicountes Ranalaugh, who with my wife fur- 
niſhed the Lady Monmonth therwith ; that ſhee 
by Do&tcr. Ju.xon his means might convey giem 
to the King ; and another Copy thereof I car- 
ried my ſelf tothe Prince EleStor Palatin, that. 
when he ſhould be permirred ro go, ro viſit his 
Lincle he might give it unto him; which hee 
pronuſed to do, This was ro -prevent the 
Senrence by a Legall plea : and rhen when the 
Sentence was pronounced ; I fate up a whole 
night and wrote about rwo ſheets of Paper , 
wherem I did plead againſt the execution of 
rhar ſentence ; by eight Claſses of Argu- 
ments, Which were inſcribe4 and ſent rt» the 
Prefidenc and Jii'ges of the High Courr to per- 
ſwade them to ſuipend ir. Thz'e Arguments 
the Lady Ranalaxeh aforcſar! and my wife 
gave to! M fArile Stor, heretofore a School- 
X Miſtreſs 


Miſtriſs at Kenſs BY - + LY "Hl by her 
ro the Preſident and Judges, and I am ſure the 
Prefident did receive them, for about a year 

hat 1 did and a half, or three quarters after rhat time; 

to get the. the Preſident himſelf did thew me2- chic Paper 
ſemeenceſ#* 14 did ask me if I did know ſuch a hand, 

[Kxaded. wherennmo I did an'wer affirmatively, and looke 
him in the face ſtedfaſtly, whereupon he pro- 
ceeded no furrher, 

Of rhis diſcourſe(becauſe I was in gre haſt 
to ſend ir, ar che time when the Court ſhould 
fir ) I co.1d keep no Copy ; yerthe hzads and 
ſubſtance thereof, 1 kept in a paper, and ftilf 
have in my memory ; and they were to this ef- 
fect ro ſhew 

That it was neither lanjul for them of the 
High Conrt ; nor expeatent for the Nation ; 
that their ſentence ſhonld be put in execution a« 
Loinſf the Kmg : And that for theſe Reaſo: Is, 

Becauſe the marter of debate berwezn 

The avgu- *S. and his Parliament was ill as doubtful as 

mentsſbrw- ever it Was : namely which of ch2m h1d firſt or 


n+ rtery molt wronged each other, now for a Court, in 
Curt xpediot a doubrfull Cafe, ro proce2d ro the execurion 


ency of exe- of a ſenrence, ae fatto, onely by power, 15No \V ay 


ewting the ji:ſt or warrantable by any L:ws of God 6: 
{rife 


&1 . 
2, Suppoling thz murer of debare to be out 
Of all doubr berwezn him and the firft full AC- 
embly of Parht1ment, nim2ly char they agd no: 
he, were wrowel; ye: thit th: D2S ties of a 

purty onely _ wild eke upon them th: Auth 
zity co be J:d323 of therKingg perſon ; wathiorn 
& . al; 
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any known Law of the Nation ; and without 
any example ever heard of in any Nation : 
cannot be rhoughe Juſt and Warrantable by 
any thar is rationall ; and* therefore rhe ſen- 
rence ought not to be execured, 

3. Suppoſing their Authority, ro be Judges 
of marters of fat, ro be unqueſtionable : yer 
by che undoubted Law of the Land, the Kings 
tor is not puniſhable, but the Law rakes 

Id only of his Inſtruments: cherefore the 
execurion of a Sentence againſt his perſon is 
not warrancable, although his ations mughr be 
Judged faulty, 

4. Suppoſing that there were no protubict- 
on in the Layv of the Land-: yer by the Law 
of Nature and of Nations, it cannot be War- 
rantable that they who have no authority, nor 
right to make uſe of any power -but from and 
by tum, ſhould uſe it to cur him off who gave 1t 
unto them, | All chat Natvre will allow in Ca- 
ſes extraordinary, as in Leprohe, or Madneſs, 
or in any other the like untitneſs ro Rule ; 15 a" 
reſtraint lyndering him from doing hurt to 0+ 
chers, therefore the execution of the Sentence 
againſt his Perſon is not Warrantable, 

5. Suppoling this whole Plea, concerning 
che unlawtulneſs of executing the Semence to 
be in reſpe&t of the Judges of the Court, worth 
nothing ; yet the Plea of inexpediency in re- 
ſpect of the Nation ; will be many ways ſo 
conſiderable, that it will amount in reſpeX 
of Conſcience amonyſt Chriftans , to be 

equivalent vnto that, which 5s unlawful ; 


- 


becauſe Salus Populi Supremes Vox off. 

For it is no Ways expedent for men of 
Conſcience, but urrerly unlawfull amongti 
Chriſtians ; ro make it a crime worthy of death 
in anymanto defend ro rhe uemoſt of his power 
and according to the Cuftome of all Nattons 
his undoubredly ſuppoſed right ; now the King 
' having done on his part nothing, but ro main- - 
rain With all his might the prerogatives un- 
doubredly ſuppoſed to belong unto him; as 
deſcended from his Anceſtors and never here» 
cofore queſtioned : and the Commons, having 
on the other part upon rhe like ground of their 
ſuppoſed right ; uſed the ſanie means ro main- 
cain their priviledges ; it 1s neither Warrantable 
in Conſciencenorro ſuch asprerend to be repre- 
ſentatives of a Nation is it expedient;thar they 
. hould execute a Senrence of dearh againſt him 
for doingthart which all Kings have ever done; 
which all equals do one rowards another; which 
they themſelves on their part have done no 
leſs then h2; and for the doing of which no 
man waz ever yet blamed with reaſon. 

6. Bur ſuppoting ( which no Conſcionable 
man will deny ) chat there hath been faulrs on 
both des; and ſuppoſing alſo chat the Kings 
party hath b2en more faulry then the par- 
ty which hath oppoſed him ; yer in this caſe, 
Ir 1s extremly unexpedien, if nx altogether 
unlaiwfull ro Chriſtians and Conſcionable men, 
co proceed agunſt him withour commuleration, 
and not roreipe& any humane frailtizs ; S6 
wat he beiny miknformed and thereby being 
e 1 


et edi the ur 
nor at all - 3 1s the utmoſt ri- 
re of fevreiry; Mitich becomes noe Chriftian 
ubje&s ro uſers their inreriours; - far leſs ro 
their equalls,/and leaſt of all co theif Rulers, 
. 7. Ie is moſt unſafe and unexpedient for the 
Nation ; if not alrogether unlawf* II ro Chriſti. 
ans and men of conicience z to make a quarre.f 
once begun to laſt for ever, arid becorie al ©+ 
vr irreconcilable: it is unſafe every w:y , 
ro thoſe that have the power in the'r a at 
now, and ro the whole Nation, afwell in r.- 
ſpe&of home bred diviſtms, «ds in ret of 
common enemies; who watch 6 dſtroy us * 
now rhe execution of :his ſenrence Wh inralli- 
bly bring this to paſs; as to mn; errepr ood 
work ſome miracle fo us : rHerefore in conſe 
ence to God; for the ſafery ot rne Notion, nt 
for the preſervation of che-nieives and or heir 


poſterity, they obghit co iuipend the”. x:wuton 


| * cf this lenrence. 


$_ Beſides all-cheſe conſderrtiondt che ine 
reſt of the Goſpell, md our proveHi v1 rhe of, 
and the Proreftane Ciute will be runst as 70 
mer by the exectrio'1of rus ſentence. 11 ever- 
laſting reproach will be brought: upon thz Nic'- 
on and upon che Proreſtanic Religion ther -by ; 
not only amongſt the enzmies of th2 Tru:h 
* Who will inſulc and Triumph herear, bur a- 
mongkt forriign Chirches who will abhor and 
dereſt us and ſuffer perſ:curion for our ('k2; 
all which} will be a h2rvy guilt befo:- Grd, 


| kpanthoſe who execiire the ſenre<c8; ther<- 
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fore,, 1. ought - to bee 1 TE 

þ the ſummary heads of the - 
men's, more at Jarge diſcourſed upon and dita- 
red warily; without 'paſſionare and provolang 
expreſhons,m a lamencing phraſe and humble 
rone, for fear-of giving oftence; and with a 


Tecface and .concluhon ſhewing that theſe 
d 


things \yeze mnſirwated ina- loving manner, to 

i(charge.,a -Conſcipnable | duty rowards rhe 
King ;; LoWwards themſelves alſo in compaſſion 
ro their ſouls, rowards the whole Nation, and 
rowards our. Religion” co: prevene the evills 
which might inevitablyfollow upon the execu- 
ting of their ſentence, 

Bur-when:this wrought nothing upon chem, 
nor any other means uſed by orher Mimſters, 
nor theanterpolition of the Hol/ands Ambaſ- 
ſadors, could: avail to ſtop. their reſolution ; 1 
Went oug, of the Town, nor tobe in the place 
where ſo great a miſchief was tobe acted, 

This Act of violence did ſo highly provoke 
and inflame the Spirics of moſt of the Miniſters, 
who werewont formerly in their Sermons to 

Wherefore I refle much upon State matters of leſſer c#- 
—_ cernments, thar they ſee med ro make it a main 


from med- Ilgn, to incenſe the people ro a rr. multuous 
las with and inconfiderare riſmg , wh-reunto it was ob- 
State mat* ſerved thar the Popiſh Em iflaries alſo, and the 
- *y ve chief of the Levellers. with whom they lay un- 
p'** derdeck; (who always had oppoſed the Kings 
Intereſt ) did concur at this time, to highten 

the animoſiries of the di'contented parties to an 

veter conful.on ; which could not end, but in 


the 


I 
the rotall ruine of rhar patry which was yer affe- 
&ed ro the Kings Intereſt ; if by their raſlycla- 
mours, they Who had all che power of che State 
in their hand, and could no be rehi{ted, ſhould 
be provoked, or by rumulrs necethcaced, ro fall 
upon them. Therefore ro obviar this danger, 
which was occahioned by the inconhide- 
rueneſs of fome Minifters; I concerved it an- 
ſwerable roche aim of my employment, and 
neceſlary to preſerve the moderate parry, to 
bear witneſs again that way and manner of 
preaching, whuch ſome followed by dire&ing 
their ſermons ro meddle with the aftairs of the 
Scare: ro Which effte&T wrote a diſcourſe, to 
ſhew rhat it did not belong to the Miniſteriall 
work of rh Goſpell, to handle Sr:re marters in 
their ſermons ; or to informrhe people concer- 
ning the ſame as they were wont co do: This 
diſcourſe diſpleaſed very many of rhe Brethren; 
and ſome were preparing to make it a Subject 
of diſpure wich me : which waen I heard; I did 
enlarge the diſcourie as a C:ie of Conſcience, 
to be tnbzrly discufled, in a moderate and regu- 
tar way to avoid vain jangling and offered rhe 
Gantle: to any thar wouldencer tie lilts ro dis» 
cuſs it with me eichzr ſoas I propoſed rhe me- 
thod of diſquirie ; or any other way Which wee 
might agree uyon to co.ne to a decifion of our 
doubt : Burno body did yer appear ro enter 
with me upon that Subject mn a debate: And 
whether it was any conviction upon the confſci- 
en-e of fom2; tha: thzir Way was nos ſurable 
to :h:ic Goſpell-vors; or b:cauſ: thzy found 
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that it could not do the cauſe any good ar all, 
bur only hurt themſelves, and Weaken, or diſco- 
ver the weakneſs of their par ty ; by little and 
little rhar cuſtome was letc off, 
But when the Engagement was propoſed to 
be raken, a greater difficulty did ariſe, m the 
Sparirs of all that were moderate ; and a more 
eminent danger was hike to fall more fully, up- 
wherefore on the Body of the Na:ion, and chiefly upon?” 
and i rhatparty m it, Which did acknewledge the 
17 1 { _ * Kings juſt Right and Prerogative ; and might 
law/ult to 1h due rime be a means to reftore the ſame, For 
take theer> CErtainly it was the defign..of ſome, by tae En- 
agement, g20ement to oblige al by Pole,roexclude ar leaſt 
indireRly the King and Lords for ever from ha- 
ving a hand in the Government,by removing al 
chat would not rake the Engagement mn rermunis 
from having any ſafety & prote&tion 1n the Na» 
rion, Yet the words of the Engagement being ſo 
Laid;that they could not inforce the ſenſe web was 
aimed at, bur could bear a clear ienſe,of a dury; * 
wcb no: being directly oppoſter» the Royallnre- 
reſt, was advantagious to the welfare of the Na- 
tion; Which two things ſhould never be ſepara- 
ed ( rhouch their aim was to ſeparate them ) 1 
Was moved to own the Engag2ment {© far *as I 
found it contained a clear duty ; upon the con- 
(11eration hereof I thought it not only lawfull 
for we, but alſo ſurableto the end of my defign- 
ed employment : to declare in What ſenſe 1 
£9 3t to comatn » Duty ; namely as 1t obhged 
allro be true avd frichtfll ro the Nation, not- 


I > 'y - Lo - - * - . _ TY "T, > 
Jioate of Lorc's from th: covernment, Thece- 
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3 
fore when Itook the Engagement I gave my 
conſtrution of it in Writing to the Prehident ot 
the Council ;as a Teſtimony that I took it in re- 
ference. to the Nation with a or obſtame, and 
not otherwiſe, Which ſenſe alchough they would 
not publickly own; yer I never heard any char 
durit deny ir; nor was I refuſed to take it in 
that ſenſe, and in my conſcience I could nor 
find it lawfull for me co refuſe the raking of ir 
ſo, if I ſhould ſtay in the Nation to prolecure 
my deſign 3 ſccing in that ſenſe I did judge ir 
to be a Duty contonant to all ocher Engage- 
ments under which I had put my ſelfe ; borh in 
reference ro my Goſpell-work; and in refe- 
rence tothe Nationall Covenant ; and ro the 
oath of Alleviance, 
this then having been the ground, and the 
method of my proceeding in thus marrer ; when 
the words of rhe Engagement came to be a ſub- 
ject of debare amongſt che Miniſters ( for few 
elſe did write in publick to ſcruple ar ic) 1 
choughr others mighe rake 1t 1n the ſenſe where- 
in Thad raken it : and thit ſuch as would con- 
{true the meaning of ir otherwiſe ; as 1t it did 
oblige all, to oppoſe hereafter, che having of 
a King and Ho:iſe of Lord; in the Nation,were 
in the wrong ; and made a ncedleſs ſcruple to 
th2mſelves and others ; and gave thoſe that 
ſo ghc thereby an advancage againſt them, an 
opportunity to put them our of place ; and ro 
d11able them from doing good offices in due 
r1me : for ſeeing it Was apparent enough that 
the Engagement was laid as a ſnare ro entrap 
and fift ſuch as were nor fierce enough for their 
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turn to. go along with them: there was no.reaſon 
wherefore any who could avoid rhe Snare with 
a good conſcience (ſhouldsſuffer himſelf ro be ra- 
ken by it, & made uſeles for the publick;$ upor 
this account I did endexvour to quiet the ſcru- 
ples of Conſcience which honeſt men had about 
the raking of the engagement'; wherein I con- 
ceived I did no disſervic? to the Truth ; by ta- 
king it in the beſt ſenſe wherein it contained a 
clear Duty ; and not in the worſt, wiuch ir 
might bear , wherein ir could nor be owned ; 
nor did I any disſervice to the honeſt minded 
party by keeping them from a trap waerein they 

might be raken, 
Bur becauſe in the diſputes which aroſe about 
that ſubject, many matrers were objeted wich 
did relare one way to the fundamentals of a 
Bu 1 a® Scare; annther way to the fundamentals of con- 
= Hay ſcience in reſpect of Chriſtianity and Equity, 
all thas And in Stare marters the conſtiturion of a Na- 
bath been tion being refleted vpon , ſomerimes as it 15 
ſaid by way under the Law of Nature , ſomerimes as it 13 
- & {uf 5 . under pohtive Laws , and huwane ordinances 
erſerupless Which are alcerable; and the cauſe; of the alrer- 
bout .c, Afton oflaws & oft law m-king power,being con- 
ſidered under ſeveral No:1ons , ſomerimes in 
Thefi, omctime; in Hypotheſi + 1n all which b2- 
cauſe inthe way of debating, many things have 
been utter2d Aroumentandi Canſa, rather to 
” quiet a ſcruple of Conſcience, rnen to further 
any defign whereby the right of any might be 
defined, limited or wronged : I ſay becauſe ſuch 
this, under ſuch notions, were (» diſputed off, 
and by way of ar;ument according to th: free- 
dom 


dom of rhe time raveled nt9,. grein many 
$ May be unadviiedly urtered , and alf 
conſtrued otherwiſe then chey were inte 
by me ; I will no: Rand vo 4 Rify them + top 
I am no Wayes con10us © My, wt of 
any declining fram my former: engiyemetys: 
and profelied j rinc1;;le: of Duty, wivch 1 have 
conſt:ncly ro the belt of my uncerſh.nung fol-" 
lowed ; yer ieeing im many, no only words, but 
aQions alſo, We are all (ubject ro fail, ether by 
doing too much or i009 lictle , or by varying in 
the manner of performance ; therefore thar the 
uprigh:neſs of my ip-ennons , whereby 1 ſtud 
to (crve all in thai, which 1s moſt. requitre, an 
that the uſefulr cis 0; torm. r enceavors in pro> 
fecuting rhoſe irencio',s 70 74s all the Chur- 
ches, may nor be bl ſtcd, for w inc of crue humi- 
lity and telf refygn-rion, tv the good and longed 
for Providence , wheredy Goud harh mercitully 
ri.rned all our changes to the beſt ; 1 am noc un- 
willing euher to conteſs a tathng herein ; or to 
accept of the gracious fxvour and pardon which I therefore | 
his Royal Ma clty hath kindly otfcred in his ge- boldef | 
ner'l Declara-1on ro all , that ſhall lay hold Lg 
thercuron wi. bin the time appointed, Which by y,;, M-jeſhy. 
this Declaration thus made publick, I incend to 
do, aivwell as 'o give Grisfaction to all that are 
igen'o s, and can conſtrre erher rationally or 
Chari: ably the oCEticrs of a prblick nacere mm * 
Chriſt:anacy , Which are undertaken to heal the 
breaches of mens $pirics who are parcual, with- 
our parrality» 
And becauſe his Majeſty dorh not only grant 
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: free »nd geniers! pardon of Vl fuch failings, x 
e'her actu-lly or mterpreranively have hes 
 commiretby any whoterurning to the Loyal- 
4! off» £5 1 obedience of good ſubjects , are not ex- 
my o. /t << tel bythe P'ir:tament ;I think my ſelf bound 
& 4 +: £685 if if 10 his Majeſty and this his Parliament, 
te bu 14 (he diipolrl of the frurs of myrhirty years ne- 
a by "I eo-irtion wi:h all .be Proteſtant Churches , for 
—_ the advaricement of their Peace and Uniry ; as 
ir become'h a loyal and obedient ſubje&t ro do; 
that rh2y may be made uſe of , when 1 ſhall be 
ſeaionable for rhe publick good ; in order rorhe 

fullfliing of chac moſt pious and religious pur- 

oe 1 which his Majeſty hath expreſied in his 

Ln ro the Houſe of Commons ; where he is 

leaſed to ſay, T bet nothing cax be propoſe {unto 

wa to manifeſt hu zeal and affettion for the 
Proteft ant Religion , to which he will not readily 

conſent, As then my whole courſe for ſo many 

0 years hach been directed to heal che breaches 
of Proceſtanrs amongſt themſelves , withour 

which cheir Religion can never be propagated 

nor pgeſerved ; and in all rhat rime, I never yer 
could'tinda Parron re the work exceptS.T, Kowe, 

who for the love of the Truth , and out of a fin- 

cefe affection to Religion withour Politick ſel 

end3, wovld underrake the prmoring of ic ; ſo 1 

muſt now in the fear of God rake hold of this 
opportunity which God alone hath cre:red by a 

moſt wonderful revolution of Providence; thar 

if my ier\ices may be of uſe to his Churches, I 

may not :eem defective in my willingnes to de- 

dicace the frujrs therecf into'the publick, rarher 
by 


by his Mrievies dire&ion then under any of his: 
predeccf rs, In the interval of Government, * 
"-And: 0h. end that this may appear unto ſuch 
25 are incelligent , and that the jealouſy 'raiſed 
againſt me for my 4715) chis work under the 
Protector Olrver as if 1Þþ1d been an inftrument, 
ſent abroad , and ated by him, rordo his work 
fowards forrain States ; may be removed ; x 
ſhall rruly relare the morive, and the manner of 
- proceeding , to at my Goſpel defign under 
im, | 
When he was made ProceQor, and the Trea- 


- 


ty of Peace was drawing towars a concluſion Concerniug 


berween Englord and the Low-Countries; and »y «fting 


all chat were m publick places did own him ag #zder the 


the chief Magiſtrate of the Nations; I thought 


Protetbor 
Olpver,that 


it 'ſutable ro the end for which I Was come into; ,, xt 


England; and every way ſeaſonable and fit for for 
me to repreſent to him and to his Councel, bi 
ſome Reaſons for which I conceived them 
obliged in conſcience ro mind the mrereſt of 
Religion amongſt Proteſtants, and ro give ſome 
gf aovance to the endeavours whereby their 
 Uifferences might bs reconciled. Theſe Reaſons 
were communucated alfo to the Ambaſſadors of 
the United Provinces while the Treaty was 1n 
agitation , who ſeemed much ro approve of the 
eſign. The ſame reaſons were alſo imparted 
untorhe leading Minifters of the Congregation- 
al and Presbyrerial Churches in Londox ; who by 
my ſollicitarion were brought rogzther, and 
on this occaſion mer ſeveral times for a ſpecial 
conference held ar Black fryers to compoſe their 
Solis own 


of 


us, 


pom py a Mejor 
in negotlation rowards t 
Churches: the chick heads of the Univerſities 
alſo , were made acquainted with the (ame rea- 
ſans ; which took this effect with them all, 
char rhey did approve af che work as very expe- 
dent and ſeaſonable ro be underraken : and to 
able me to go abour it, a Declaration was 
which the he1ds of both che Univerii- 
cies and th: Miniſters of Londov, aſwell Con- 
gregational as Przsbyrerial did ſubſcribe ; aurho- 
rizing me to AR that buſineſs amongſt rhe 
Churches in cheir name : and when I had re- 
ceived my -Commiſſion and inſtruftions from 
theſe, I defired noching further from the Pro- 
rector bur his countenance and ſupport ; that he 
would only own me, as a Goſpel Miniſter, ſet- 


But oulyYor £1Ng my 1elf a part for the work of Peace and 
my Goſpd Unity almongſt Procettancs, I mighr have aler- 


work. 


ter of recammendation from him co the Chur- 
ches of Zwitzeriend, in the Cantons of Zurich, 
Baſel and Geneva ; that thy might know that I 
being approved by the chiet of rhz Miniſtery of 
England for ſuch a work , and moved of mine 
o5Vn accord 70 go abour ir, he could no: reirſe to 
recommenZ4 it un-o chem ro be taken into con- 
ſider1tion,promitmg alio cher2unto his own con- 
Ccurrence ; fur I did of ſe: purpoſe decline ro re- 
ceive any commulſion in this {meſs from him ; 
or any inſtructions to a& any thing for him in 
Scare affuirs ; becauſe I neither would be., nor 
would I be lookt upon as an Agent of his going 
abroad to ſerve any of his end; : therefore 1 & 
firec 
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fired ( and that in writing as diſcreetly as 
could ) rhar if he had ot NOTE w 
ſe ro forrainers, be would make uſe of fome 
dy elſe far that end : and although I knery 
char ſuch a defire of mine would gain me link 
rcceprance with him ( as appeared in the end ar 
my return ) yert1 reſolved to keep my {elt free 
from ſvch a Relation or ſubordination to kim 
ind his deſigns ; leſt my true aime, the hberry 
of my acting, and the nature of my work mig 
ſuffer pre;udice , and be juſtly blaſted yo 
when 1 ſhould be found to hive been made a 


| clork ro tus worldly advantages : and although 


I could almoſt no wizre az my hrſt 1:51val into 
the places where I went to negoriate, avoid this 
kind of thought Which both States men and Di- 
vines would cake up concerning me ; yer before 
I went aWay , when they found nocturg of thas 
nattr2 mixed with my Relgious negoriation, 
nor my private diſcourſes rending to infinuate 
any parricular or perſonal advantages ſor him, 
to recommend him , furrher then what was in 
view to all che World : they found themſelves 
alwayes rvſtaken in me; chiefly when ſome cf. 
them would propoſe unco me , things of that 
kind, and I would openly and profeſi:dly de- 
clin: ro meddle with th:myrelling chem in plain 
rermsthac I neither was nor would be an Agent 
fo: the Prorz6tor in State or Policy concern- 
ments, 
Analrchovgh T could no: be ignorant before 
I went abroad ; and found it fo effectrally, 
when I was abroad ; that this jealouſy pf Srare, 
w'h 
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with the edizws and the danger accompanying ir, 
would follow me every where ; nd ety per- 
plex my buſineſs with choſe that had any Rela- 
ion , or affeRion to the Kings affairs , who 
would either avoid all dealing with me ; or mis- 
conſtrue all that I ſhould propoſe ; by reaſon vf 
che foreſtalement of cheur choughrs ; that I was 
an emiſlary of his: and although I alſo did re- 
preſent unto my ſelf , rhat which I found after- 
ward to be true ; that my life mighc be in danger 
either by Papilts in hatred co my work , or by 
chem and others alſo in hatred ro him, whom 
chey would imagine I ſerved ; yer becauſe I was 
allured that 1 ſerved not man, but Chriſt ; and 
was converſant in my calling lawfully, and in- 
nocently rowards,all without any Policik deſigns; 
cherefore I truſted unto God for Safeguard and 
Prote&ion ; and commutred my wayes unto tym, 
who alſo hath dehvered me , andproſpered me 
in my way and brought me home 1n faſery, for 
which I bleſs his Name, 

It was no difficult matter to conceive ; that 
the whole aime which Over might have in 
countenancing me and my buſineſs ; was to gaine 
ſome Repurarion amongſt the Proreſtzne Chur- 
ches to be a Zelot for their Intereſt; and there- 
by to wipe off che edizms of his incroachment of 
power,2s if it tended only to procure their well- 
fare : and truly this he id ar firſt pretend with 
ſo much likebhood , rhat none bur che ſearcher 
of hearts could certainly knoiv ut to be ocher- 
wiſe ; for although I could ſuſpeRar firſt ſome 
fuch thing might be poTtbly , yer I canno: ſy 
th ac 
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that 1 could conclude ir arg 0 es” 
/was come —_ and = (hewed how all 
chi were laid for a 1910us correſpon- 
hay » and' prepared ro on on.che =- 
. 2s it relates to the Goſpell ; chenI co 
ſee plainlyand demonſtrarively , that is aim 
was not that which ar firſt he had prerend- 
ed; becauſe when all was ready to lus hand ; 
and the Miniſters here in Eng/and of different 
arties were diſpoſed ro a6} further in rhe work 
he did not at all mind the buſineſs further, than 
by meer imporruniry of ſome honeſt Souldiers 
( which1 got ro ſert upon him abour it } hee 
was forced for ſhame, ro recommend it to fur- 
ther conſideration of ſome Miniſters, who mer 
at Wbite- Hall as Commiſſioners for the appro- 
barion of other Miniſters : and this he did once 
ſuperficially, defiring rhem ro give him after- 
ward ſome account of their a dvice in the buſi- 
neſs, bur never would call upon them for ir,nor 
countenance or favour me m proſecuting or 
ſolliciring of it : yer I have hill proceeded in 
my way ſo far as God hath given me ability,and 
Emmy in theſe manitold and diftrafting 
changes; wherein norwithſtanding all our ſha- 
' kings and movings, the foundation of a Religi- 
ous correſpondency to proſecute the means of 
unity and Peace are aid, and continued ; where- 
by the endeavours may eally be renewed 
whenſoever the Lord ſhall move thoſe char are 
in authority co mind the things of Chriſt's King- 
dome as the main end of rheir Government 0- 
ver men: an n5t ro m2ke vs Kircdom a cloak 


an! 


Which be 
deſerted 
wholly at 
my VeLuran. 


28 
and prerence to — ered ends and mcerett+ 
of their own in the wofld ; as hicherco moti 
men whom Ihave met wirhall hxve done ; or 
clſe have minded the Goſpeli-work onely per- 
functorily and in a Secondary place; and I am. 
very conhdenc : that becauſe they have nor 
ſought the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſ- 
neſs fir{t and before all other rhings, therefore 
the other things which they have mainly ſought, 
have not been add2d unto them : Bur when 
judRment ſhall recurn unto righteouſneſs, then 
all rhar are upright in hearr (hill follow ic : and 
_ ſuch (hall be peace, and upon the Iſrael of 

z to whom I conſecrate this and all my 6- 
cher endeavours as it becomerh a witneſs atids 

Solliciter of Truch and Pexce, 
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